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The progress of any community is de- 
pendent upon men of courage, vision and 
determination. Men who cannot be satisfied 
with life as they find it will inevitably make 
a better life for all, creating values of 
mind and institutions of service which bring 
satisfaction to themselves and benefits to 
their fellow men. 

Such a man was Dr. Karl O. Nielson, 
who came to Wasatch Valley as a young 
physician, armed with little more than de- 
termination to succeed in his chosen pro- 
fession. During 20 years of service to citi- 
zens of the valley he remained true to the 
trust which was his as a doctor. Through 
his compassion for others and his pro- 
gressive vision, the Nielson Memorial Hos- 
pital now stands as irrefutable evidence of his 
success. This hospital named in his honor, 
together with the love and respect of his 
friends, testifies to the realization of his 
highest ambition for service. 

Karl was born the second son of Dr. 
Alexander John Nielson and Andrea Jesson, 
on December 6, 1904, in Washington, D. C. 
His father was attending Georgetown Uni- 
versity at the time and was president of the 
first LDS branch in Washington. He was 
named after Dr. Karl G. Maeser. 

The family moved to Ephraim, Utah, 
where he was reared and educated in the 
public schools and two years in Snow Col- 
lege. 

He attended the University of Utah a 
year and taught school in Sevier County. 
The next two years he taught in Spring 


Canyon, Carbon County. Utah. He met and 
married Florence Tuttle, a school teacher, on 
March 14. 1928. 

Karl worked a year in the Spring Can- 
yon Coal Co. office when the dread de- 
pression of 1929 struck. Here a baby girl. 
Florence Karlene, was born and died on 
February 22, 1929. 

Karl then decided to enroll at the Uni- 
versity of Utah for a medical education. 
A daughter, Carroll Lee, was born on Sep- 
tember 21, 1930, and the education went on. 

On June 6, 1932, Karl received his bache- 
lor of arts degree from the University of 
Utah. He was accepted by Rush Medical 
School in Chicago for the final two years 
of training. 

On March 12, 1935, Karl O. Nielson re- 
ceived his doctor of medicine degree and 
entered Salt Lake County Hospital as an 
intern. He spent 15 months working there 
and in May, 1936, he began working with 
Dr. T. A. Dannenberg in Heber Hospital. 
He became a partner in the busin in 
two years, and for 18 years longer he 
checked the pulse of the area. 

A major renovation was made in the hos- 
pital in 1938. The building’s two-story 
front porches were removed, creating a 
large reception room on the main floor and 
a private room on the second floor. The 
coal stove in the kitchen gave way to an 
electric range. 

Dr. Dannenberg retired in 1944. and Dr. 
Eldred Wright of Coalville came to work 
He left in 1946 and Dr. Willard Draper 
joined the staff, and together these two in- 
augurated a new era of progress for Heber 
Hospital. 

During the fall of 1948 extensive reno- 
vations were carried out. A large modern 
operating room was constructed on the main 
floor, and an X-ray room. other office space 
and an elevator were added. , 

In the upstairs a new delivery room was 
added, with adjoining labor room, a new 
nursery, two bathrooms, a new ward and 
an outside entrance. These were complet- 
ed on December 26, 1948. The hospital 
then had medical equipment and services 
equivalent to big city hospitals. 

Karl had two sons born there, Karl 
Douglas and Richard Eric. 

Karl was a member of Heber First Ward 
of the LDS Church. He was a member and 


past president of Heber Lions Club, Wa- 
satch Summit Knife and Fork Club, and 
the Wasatch Chamber of Commerce. He 
served on the Wasatch Selective Service 
Board and was president of the Wasatch 
Mutual Aid Society, an insurance company. 
Prior to his death he had been elected 
nt of the Utah County Medical So- 
and would have served the follow- 
ing year. 

On Easter morning 1953 he suffered a 
serious heart attack. He recovered suffici- 
ently in the fall to resume a limited practice 
for two years. 

He suffered a second coronary attack 
on May 12. 1956, Mothers’ Day, and died 
in the hospital he had helped to create. 
He died at the age of 51. 

The Wasatch Wave summed up his life 
in these words: “He lived big, loved much 
and when he left, a whole community took 
it hard. The tragedy of a man's death is 
measured by the value of his life, for Dr. 
Karl O. Nielson, county doctor, commu- 
nity leader. dest philanthropist and fam- 
ily man, we shall mourn a long time.” 
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nity leader, modest philanthropist and fam- 
ily man, we shall mourn a long time.” 


